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ln the sights of Saskatchewan's great oil
and gas bonanza is a 2,000 sq-km patch of
prairie that's home to the largest active dune
field in Canada. Just north of the Trans-Can-
ada Highway in western Saskatchewan an
ecological reserve protects the semi-desert,
but resource extraction is allowed. cpaws'
sask.org

Fronr its birth at the conflucncc of
the Oklnran .mtl Borv rivers in Albcrta to thc

fbrk: rrherc it ioins its northern branch and

on to thc tlclta at Lake \\rinnipr'g, the South

Saskatcheu,an is r/rc rlrt,r of the Canaclian

Prairies ancl the lifebloocl of Sirskirtchovirn.

\\'itl-rdrau,als ironr the

river fcccl firrnrlancls ;rcross souther n Alberta

ancl Saskatchcu'ilnj are cortsr.rnrecl bv hun-

clreds ol thoirsands ol- resiclent: iurLl po\ver

nrost of Saskatcheu,an ancl soutl.ic'nr .\llrcrta.
Tlris is also historic cor:ntn': fur trarlers, in
ciuding David Thompson, uscrl the river as a

high*,av to the llockies ancl it is t het.., l-ouis

Riel resisted the Clanadian nriliti.r rn 1885.

D ou, n s t re a r.r.r, t h t' r i ve r's dc'l t a u c lco nr r's rl i l

Iions oi r.nigratory, bircls trvicc .r veal aircl is

SOUTH

inrportant habitat fbr rarc species incluiling
ri'oocl l:r ncl ca r ibt-ru.

A sttrdv of rir,cr flou,s firund the

South Sasliatcheu'an the ntost irt risk river in
Ca nacla. Cl i mate cha nrr', ;rgriculturc, urba n

\viltcr Llse ancl hvclroelectricitv production
recluce the flou' of tl'rc rivcr bv Lrp to 70 per

cent. Fertilizcr antl pesticide run ofi ancl

cattlc activitv affect \\,ater qualitr'. IIvdro-
clcctric clan.rs redr-rce fkrocling, especiirllv in

thc clelta, clrving out the rvetland habitat. i\
f5-year rvater securitv plan llill trv ancl clcal

with it all, builcling on a fir,e ),car grant pro-
qranr that cncoLrragr'd fnrnrers to piant nativc

glass ripirrian l-rabitat in buiier strips along

the river and t-ence-in their cattle.

A quiet and cuiturallv rich

section of the South Sirskirtcheu'an River

begins at Haguc Ferrr', tLxr,nstreanr oi Sas

katoon, and cncls at thc \letis tou'n ol St.

I uLri.. \\ ilh 1.1.,',,,' o1 si1iq 11 l|5
along the 80 kn.r scction, :rllolr'

l\\() r)t- llla( tl.trs lo lr.trcl r i,t

r,ulo(. Rcl,,\\ Il.r.-tr.. tlt,' rircr
cuts through a u,ild-feeling vai-

lev borclcrt'cl b1' pasturelancl and
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tirrest. Besicles a feri,cattlc thcrr'is littlc sign

of clevclopr.r.rcnt, but plcntv olhistorv. At Fish

Crcck. a short hikr' learls to a battleiielcl of
the North-\\Iest Ilesistirnce oi 1885. Spencl a

night at Petite \/ille, a l\letis bison l-runting

u,inter cirnrp turned irrcht'okrgical sitc on thc

north bank of the rivt'r. A feu, hours dou,n

strennr is Ratoche National Historic Sitc, an-

other famous 1885 battlt'sitc todal'horrc
to iilr intL'rprctiVc ccntrc. Furlhcr on are two

cor.npctir.rg Sor-rth llranch Houscs, rvhcrc

thc Huclson llav Corr.rpirnv and North-\\icst
(ior.npanv liir trirding fbrts once stood. (lot

rurore tinre? Fronr St. Louis, the conflict and

1ur trade stor\'\\,enes br-rt the river gets nrore

interestinc rvith a clnicker l.ace ancl a nar-

rorver vallev conrplete u,ith hootloos.
(.anoeSki l)iscoverr' (-onr-

pilnv rLlns tmr ancl three clav historr,-r'ich

trip5 611 the akrrrg the South Saskatcheu'an.
(canoeslii.conr ). A DIY

cirnoe guicle http://bit.ly/
11ZN]R.
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